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BE LIKE A KID ON CHRISTMAS 
 
I need to apologize right off the bat for making this update a little more 
personal than normal. This morning I woke up with an extra sense of 
thankfulness.  It was one year ago today that my Dad was rushed to the 
emergency room at the University of Kentucky.  We weren’t sure what 
was going on with him at the time, but that night was the beginning of 
one of the most horrific stretch of days that I have ever endured. The 
amount of love and support that you showed me during that time still 
amazes me.  I could not have gotten through that experience without 
you.  
 
As I reflect on how we spent our Christmas a year ago, I want to encourage all of you to be like a kid on Christmas 
morning – Thankful for the gifts you have received and optimistic and excited about the new gifts that are coming your 
way.  We do that by being grateful. When you are grateful for the gifts in your life, big and small, you always seem to find 
more things to be grateful about.  We become a gratitude magnet and experience more joy, love, peace, and happiness. 
(Note: I’m not talking about material gifts. I’m talking about the gifts of the heart.) 
  
Now I know what you might asking…What about my desire for a promotion, a better job, more money, more friends, 
better health, more success? Isn’t it important to strive for more? Doesn’t gratitude breed contentment and stagnation? 
How can I be thankful when I know my life can be so much better? 
  
That’s why it’s important to also be optimistic and excited about the new gifts that are coming your way.  Sure you are 
thankful for what you have but you also look forward to more gifts in the future. You believe that your best days are 
ahead of you, not behind you. When people ask you how things are going you say, “Getting better every day.” 
  
This was something I learned a few years ago. At the peak of my struggles and failures I realized I had to stop being 
disappointed about where I was and needed to start looking forward to where I was going. Once I started being thankful 

for the simple gifts in my life and became excited about the road ahead I 
experienced a completely different journey.  When you change your heart 
and mind you change the direction of your life.   
 
My Dad is still with us this Christmas for reasons only God knows.  I am 
thankful for that.  I am also thankful for you.  For the belief you have in 
me, for your commitment to our kids and their families, for the many 
thankless tasks that you perform every day, for making me a better 
principal.  I am thankful for you. And no matter where my life takes me, 
our SMS family will always hold a special place in my heart.   
 
So what are you thankful for? What is right about your life? Be sincerely 

grateful. Then think about what your brighter and better future looks like. What do you hope for? Trust it is possible. Get 
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excited.  We often think that we’ll get excited about life when we have a life that is exciting but it works just the opposite.  
When we get excited about life, we get a life that is exciting. 
  
May each of you experience amazing gifts this holiday season and may your 2017 bring you even greater gifts than you 
could imagine. Merry Christmas!!! 
 
 

Events of the Week: 
 

Monday, December 12th   
• SMS Admin Team Meeting (8:15 AM) 
• 8th Grade On Demand Benchmark (5th Period) 
• Boys Basketball @ East Carter 

 

Tuesday, December 13th 
• 7th Grade Reading Benchmark (1st – 3rd) 
• 8th Grade Reading Benchmark (5th – 7th) 
• Boys Basketball at home vs Harrison Co 

(@FCHS). Please chek to see if you are 
scheduled to work 

 

Wednesady, December 14th 
• 8th Grade Math Benchmark (1st – 3rd) 
• 7th Grade Math Benchmark (5th – 7th) 
• Faculty Meeting @ 3:40 in the Library. 
• Boys Basketball @ Bath Co. 

 

Thursday, December 15th 
• Choir Concert @ 7:00 PM 

 

Friday, December 16th  
• Christmas Breakfast 
• Break Schedule 
• Staff & Family Christmas Dinner 

 

Reminders: 
 

• Remember to upload 
your updated unit 
outlines and 
assessments into 
OneDrive. 

 

• Be sure to send work to 
students in ISS. 

 

• This week is our Secret 
Santa week.  
Remember to bring 
your 1st gift tomorrow 
and let’s have some 
fun!!!  

 

• We will work on On-
Demand scoring at our 
Faculty meeting on 
Wednesday. 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
 

“Gratitude is not only 
the greatest of virtues, 

but the parent of all 
the others.” 

 
-Marcus Tullius Cicero 

• This week we will poll the 8th grade students one last time concerning the 8th grade party.  This 
will not take very long (less than 5 minutes per class).  

• Please make sure that you contacting parents when students are having academic AND/OR 
behavioral problems in your classroom.  Once students accumulate 10 total marks a parent 
contact needs to be made. 


